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Background 
Kvalvik Bait (http://www.kvalvikbait.no/) is a company that has developed attractant creams for 

anglers that attracts specific fish species based on marine by-products. Kvalvik Bait contacted Kitdal 

Jeger og Sportsfiske Forrening (KJSF) during spring 2017 in order to have a newly developed char 

bait tested. KJSF is one of Norway’s most experienced associations within cultivating lakes that are 

over-inhabited by arctic char, with over 30 years of experience. 
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Geographical area 
The trials were carried out within the municipality of Storfjord in the Troms county. The lake chosen 

for the trials was Cazajavri (square 13) of approximately 2 km² at an elevation of 723 meters above sea 

level where Arctic Char (salvelinus alpinus) is the only inhabiting fish species.  

 

 

Image 1. Map that shows the location of Cazajavri 

  



Material and Method 
The trials started in week 11 where 6 holes at 80 cm diameter were drilled (Image 2). To avoid scent 

interactions between baits, 3 holes were placed in individual bays of the lake with headland in 

between. To correct for geographical differences, the location of the baits were alternated. 

 

Image 2 shows the drilling rig used to drill holes for the traps. 

To catch the arctic char, customized traps that catches fish in the range of 10 – 20 cm (10 – 100 grams) 

were used. It was not desirable to catch larger chars as these may feed on the smaller chars and thus 

influence the catch results. Prior trials have shown that such char traps are highly effective in both 

catching and preventing escape of arctic char. Image 3 shows the char traps used in the trials. 



 

Image 3: Char traps ready to be deployed 

Two different types of bait was used in the trials; 1) The newly developed bait from Kvalvik Bait 

which has a diameter of 5 cm and height of 3 cm (weight 70g) (image 4). As control, a bait consisting 

of small shrimp (200g) were placed in a perforated bag in order to allow the scent to be released, and 

to ensure that the bait was not ingested by the char. 

 

 

Image 4. Kvalvik Bait char bait after 1 week in a char trap. 

  



For each trap haul the number of chars were recorded in all traps (image 5). 

 

Image 5: Recording the number of chars caught in each trap. 

 

Results 
The mean catch per trap is summarized in figure 1. As it appears in figure 1, catches were 

approximately equal over time. The mean catch per trap with Kvalvik Bait was 27,4 chars (± 17,9 S.D) 

versus 32,2 (± 28,3 S.D) chars for the control bait (shrimp). There was no significant difference in the 

catch rates between Kvalvik Bait and shrimp (ANOVA, P=0,61). In other words, both baits were 

equally effective. 

 

Figure 1:  

 



KJSF’s assessment of Kvalvik Bait 
The artificial bait was both smaller and easier to use compared to shrimp (image 6). Furthermore, the 

bait physically sustained well even after 1 week of fishing. Kvalvik Bait had a lot of remaining scent 

even after a week. There were clear bite marks in the bait indicating that the char had eaten from the 

bait, and apparently enjoying it. KJSF will in the future use this bait for catching arctic char as it does 

not require a lot of space, can be stored in room temperature, and is very convenient to use. 

Additionally, the bait is based on marine by-products which makes it a more sustainable bait than 

shrimp. 

 

Image 6. Satisfied member of KJSF after testing new Kvalvik Bait for arctic char 

 


